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verses) mentioned earlier, they are recited on different
occasions and form part of an unbroken living tradition
in the South Indian Srivaisnava temple liturgies. There
is also a eulogy, called Gosthlstava attributed to our
author As the name suggests, it is in praise of
Tirukkottiyur, a pilgrim town in the Pudukkottai District
3f Tamilnadu. In Sanskrit this place is called GosthipurL
rhis hymn is in ten verses of which the first and the
ast describe the presiding deity called Saumya-narayana.
Verses 2 to 9 describe the town in terms of its scenic
beauty, sanctity and the river called Manimuttaru. Other
points of interest mentioned by the author are that the
Famil Saint Tirumangai Alvar sang in praise of this deity
md that Ramanuja used to visit this place quite often
o meet his preceptor Gosthipurna. However, this work
iocs not appear to have been written by Parasara. The
^totra seems to end abruptly; the style also does not
;ommend itself as that of Parasara. But for the opening
ledicatory stanza (called Tanian in Tamil) which runs
hus -

snparasara-bhattaryah snrangesa-purohitah
snvatsankasutah sriman sreyase me'stu bhuyase
here is no other evidence that it is the work of Parasara.

Given below is a brief account of all the available
/orks of Parasara:

1) ASTASLOKi

As the very name indicates this work is in eight
erses. Marked by brevity and clarity, this explains the
ssence of the three important secrets of the Srivaisnava
digion and philosophy, namely, the astaksara, the dvaya